LAS  CASES,   ANTOMMARCHI,   ETC.
pressing matters of consequence, and "the admiral now discovered that there was a system of spies on the island, and that every trifle was reported to the governor. With open, candid Englishmen," continues the ingenuous Lady Malcolm, "this is detestable, and must cause incalculable evil." An exchange of letters ensued between the two high dignitaries, of so inflammable a character that its destruction was suggested. A previous correspondence has, however, been preserved, eminently characteristic of Lowe, whose share in it is tart, narrow, and suspicious. No one who reads it can fail to understand why he was an unfit representative of Britain in so delicate and difficult a charge.the one supreme distinction at St. Helena was to obtain an interview with Napoleon; it was also clear that this annoyed the ruler of St. Helena, with whom no one endured an interview who could possibly avoid it. Moreover, who could tell what terrible things might not be said in conversation? Plans of escape might be concerted, messages might be transmitted, and, sin of sins, the governor might be criticised. So the person who had seen Napoleon was expected to hurry to the governor to report what had passed, with the certain reward of being suspected of having suppressed something material. An English lieutenant was sent away from the island because he de-la.yed for a few days to report to the governor a commonplace remark made by the Bertrands, who had met him in a walk. Even the admiral could not be trusted. He soon ceased to be on speaking terms with the governor, but sedulously reported by letter his conversations with Napoleon. Sir Hudson's reply to the last report charged the admiral with sup-
